INSTRUCTIONS FOR IMPORT TAXES:
1. Please go to this website:

http://www.usitc.gov/tata/hts/bychapter/index.htm
2. Scroll down and find your item you want to import.
    Please click on the chapter that your commodity falls into.

3. A window will pop up concerning that chapter of your commodity listing the special notes for that chapter. Please review it. 

4. Then please scroll down and you will see a chart called “Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States”. 
This chart will give the tax rates on your commodity.
Your tax will be on “Rates of Duty” where it says “general” column, which is the 5th column on the chart. Please ignore the special column. To find your tax duty, please find your commodity by looking at the list by scrolling down in the chapter. Once you have found your commodity, Please check your 5th column to find the rate. 
Your must know the value of your shipment as well as how much kgs to figure out your tax rate.  There are some different exceptions depending on the commodity. Please see below for three different samples:  

1st example: if the general column says tax of 4.8%. You will multiply that by your value of your shipment. Let’s say your items cost $5000.

$5000 x 4.8%= $240

$240 will be the tax for you shipment, plus MPF and HMF fee which is describe below in this document.
2nd example: if the general column says tax of “4.8% /kg.” You must know how much kgs for your shipment instead. Let’s say you have 1000 kgs.
1000*4.8%= $48
$48 will be the tax for your shipment, plus MPF and HMF fee which is described below in this document.

3rd example: If the general column says tax of “6 cents/ kg drained weight+ 8.5%”

The duty or this is based on the weight and the value of the commodity.


This is the example of the drained weight.  Basically the duty is based on the weight of the product without the preservative or weight without the fluids, such as fruit items in syrup.


For example: 1000 kg and value is $5000.

1000 x.06= $60

5000x 8.5%=$425

There is double taxes on this one item, which is $425+60 =$485

Your must pay $485 for tax for this shipment, plus MPF and HMF fee which is describe below.

Important Notice:
Please be sure to read “Article description box”, there may be limitations on how much you can bring per year depending on the commodity. It will list in this area, if that is the case.
 If it says “free” in the general column, there is no duty on your items, but you still will have to pay for MPF and HMF, which is explain below:
Additional fee for all import items:

Please note if there are free taxes on your items, you still have to pay for these additional fees below which are the MPF and HMF.
1. There is fee of Merchandise Processing fee (MPF). All imports must pay this fee.
There is a minimum fee of $ 25 and max fee of $485.

To figure out this fee you must know the value of your shipment.
For instance: $1000(value) multiply by .0021

                     $1000 x .0021=$2.10 since the minimum is $25, 
You must pay $25 instead of $2.10 and so on.  Max fee is $485.
2. In addition, there is additional fee of Harbor Maintenance Fee (HMF).  
This fee applies to all import items.

To figure out this fee you must know the value of your shipment. 

Please note there is no minimum or maximum for the HMF.

For instance: $1000 (value) multiply by .00125

                      $1000 x .00125=$1.25
Please note if you are importing any food items, you must apply for a FDA number with U.S Customs.

Important:

Please note there is custom clearance fee and custom bond fee. Please ask us for those charges. If you have any questions, please contact us.
